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Teacher	Name:	Clark																																																																						Grade/Class:		7th	Grade	ELA																																																										Week	of:										
Unit	Title:	Sacred	Spaces	
Key	Concepts/Vocabulary:	sacred,	sanctuary,	annotate,	figurative,	connotative,		
	 

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy satisfied in lessons: 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what a text states explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text, quoting or paraphrasing as appropriate. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, tone, or mood, including the impact of repeated use of particular images. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support written analysis, interpretation, reflection, and research.	

	 Monday	
25th	

Tuesday	
26th	

Wednesday	
27th	

Thursday	
28th	

Friday	
29th	

Objective	
	
	

SWBAT use strategies 
before, during, and 
after reading to aid in 
the construction and 
enhancement of 
meaning 
 

SWBAT make a claim 
about whether or not 
public spaces like 
Logan Airport should 
have a chapel and 
support that claim with 
strong evidence and 
reasoning. 

 	 		
	
		

Exit	Slip	Question(s)	
to	Assess	Objective	
	

Compare	sacred	space	
words	with	your	
partner.	Chart	the	
similarities	and	the	
differences.		

Use	the	rubric	provided	
to	grade	your	partner’s	
claim	and	reasoning.		

 	 	

Agenda	 1. Do	Now	–	6	min	
2. EQ	Breakdown-	6	min	
3. Vocab.	Notes-	8	min	
4. Annotated	Reading-15	min	
5. Partnerwork-20	min	
8.	Exit	Ticket-	5	min	

1.	Do	Now-	6	min	
2.	Define	an	argument-	8	min	
3.	Prompt	Review-	7	min	
4	Exemplar	claim-	8	min	
5.	Drafting-20	min	
6.	Peer	Edit	Exit	Ticket-	10	min	
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Directions: DRAW the space you feel most comfortable. This might be your room, the library, a friend’s house, or a 
neighborhood park. Include at least FIVE words that relate to why this space is important to you and what makes it 
feel safe. Be prepared to share your five words with a partner.  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																										

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	



 

 

 

 

 

 
Classwork:  Essential Question  
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An essential question is a “big idea” that cannot be answered with a simple yes or no. It 
encourages you to think deeply about life as well as the different texts we will be reading. 

 
This unit’s essential questions are:  

 
What makes a specific space sacred?   

HOW & WHY do sacred spaces change over time?  
 



 
Vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Definition 
Sacred  

 

 
Sanctuary  

 

 
Inclusive  

 

 
Figurative   

 

 
Connotative   

 

 
Annotate   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Annotated Reading 

As you read: 

1. Circle the subject of the article and underline important information. 
2. Draw a   box   around facts related to the setting (places, dates). 

3. Jot down the main idea for each paragraph in the margin using 3 or 4 words.    
4. SAVE this article for tomorrow’s lesson                                                

 
 

CHAPEL GIVES AIRPORT TRAVELERS A LIFT 
Barlow, Rich. Boston Globe 10 Dec 2005 
 
 Nestled off the walkway between Terminals B and C, Our Lady of the Airways observes 
Christmas with the annual crush of holiday fliers passing through the airport, making normal 
security precautions even stricter. At other churches, the run-up to Christmas is marked by the 
strains of "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel." At Our Lady, the holiday means the chapel's full-
time priest, the Rev. Richard Uftring, redoubles his warnings to worshipers not to leave their 
luggage unattended. 
According to the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston, 27 million people visit the chapel each year, 
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which means that most of the people in Our Lady's flock are strangers whose spiritual needs 
and backgrounds are usually unknown to Uftring. 
 "During this whole season, you cannot believe the numbers of people who just say, `Father, 
I'd like to sit and talk,' and `I'm traveling; I'd like to go to confession,' " says Uftring, 58, who is 
celebrating his eighth Christmas at Our Lady. The challenge is to make these spiritual seekers 
feel as if they matter, to avoid the perception that "when you're leaving here, we're all done 
with you." 
 While Uftring's work experience may not be your typical priest's ("I take off my shoes 
probably a half a dozen times-plus a day" going through airport security), Christmas isn't 
much different in Our Lady than in other houses of prayer. The spirit of good will and giving is 
universal, and Uftring helps with the toy drive run by state troopers stationed at Logan (he's 
also a police and fire chaplain for the Commonwealth). With Christmas on a Sunday this year, 
he'll sandwich a midnight Mass into the regular weekend schedule. 
 And, like other parishes, this one is a community. The 500 or so people whom Uftring 
estimates worship at the chapel each weekend contain many regulars. Some are airport 
workers on duty; others have no connection to the airport. Uftring says fellow priests joke that 
the appeal is the way he sprints through Mass in half an hour to accommodate workers on 
break. The truth is that one worships at an airport for reasons both lofty and mundane, the 
same as at any other church. 
 Barbara Cox says she and her husband, Ed, began coming regularly to Our Lady for Sunday 
Mass at least 35 years ago because it had air conditioning, unlike their parish in Winthrop. 
They have been coming ever since, even as the chapel moved over the years and they've had to 
endure confusing airport layout changes that recently rerouted access to the chapel. 
"It's kind of like a big family," Cox says of the Sunday regulars, who sit in the same pews each 
week. "Everybody knows everybody." 
 The key draw is Uftring himself. "He's easy to be with. He's funny. He gives a beautiful 
sermon," says Cox. Another regular, Elizabeth Benecchi, says Uftring "always has a pithy, 
relevant comment to live your life by. We didn't get that" in their home parish in Revere. 
 Our Lady was founded in the pre-Vatican II era, when Catholicism worried less about 
openness to other faiths. In the 21st century, Uftring must mesh the Catholicism of this chapel 
(run and paid for by the archdiocese, not Logan) with the diversity of faiths and beliefs among 



the crowds who pass through an international airport. 
He has made special efforts since the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks to host Islamic believers, 
storing prayer rugs for Muslims. "Many people still today are filled with anxiety and are 
overwhelmed when some Muslims are present…There is a stigma right now, and it's a tragedy." 
The image of travel comes naturally. Believers of all stripes, he says, share a search for the 
divine: "It's a journey that we're all on." 

Directions: Use the article to answer the following questions with your seat partner. Be sure 
to include direct quotes from the text when appropriate. 

1. How many people visit Our Lady each year? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why might an airport be a strange place to find a church? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why do locals visit this chapel instead of churches closer to home? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How has Reverend Uftring worked to make the chapel more inclusive in light of recent events? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Directions: Look back to your Do Now from earlier. Compare your five words with those of 
your partner. What similarities do you notice? What are the differences? Record both in the 
chart below. Circle a word from your partner that you’d like to include in your own list.  
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Your 5 Words 
 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

How are your words similar?  
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

Your Partner’s 5 
Words 
 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

How are your words different? 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
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Directions: Interactively read the photograph of the chapel.  

	

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  Our Lady of the Airways dedication on January 20, 1952 by Archbishop Cushing 

 

 

What do you notice about the people? 

How is the space decorated? 

Do you think most of the 
people shown are from Boston 
or traveling? Why? 



 
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 																										

	

 

 
Classwork: A Strong Argument 

 
Authors must develop an argument that is not only strong but also well supported. 

Below are key terms that will help us craft strong arguments of our own. 
 

Word  Definition  

Claim  An author’s argument or what they are trying to prove  

Strong Claim  A strong claim that is supported by multiple pieces of evidence that are 
relevant/related to an author’s argument 

Flawed Claim  A flawed claim is somewhat supported by evidence but may be off-topic or 
not have the best evidence.  

Weak Claim  A weak claim is not supported by evidence and contains information that is 
inaccurate.  
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*You will want to use your own copy of this article from yesterday’s lesson as it has all 
your annotations. * 

 
CHAPEL GIVES AIRPORT TRAVELERS A LIFT 

Barlow, Rich. Boston Globe 10 Dec 2005 
 
 Nestled off the walkway between Terminals B and C, Our Lady of the Airways observes 
Christmas with the annual crush of holiday fliers passing through the airport, making normal 
security precautions even stricter. At other churches, the run-up to Christmas is marked by the 
strains of "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel." At Our Lady, the holiday means the chapel's full-
time priest, the Rev. Richard Uftring, redoubles his warnings to worshipers not to leave their 
luggage unattended. 
According to the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston, 27 million people visit the chapel each year, 
which means that most of the people in Our Lady's flock are strangers whose spiritual needs 
and backgrounds are usually unknown to Uftring. 
 "During this whole season, you cannot believe the numbers of people who just say, `Father, 
I'd like to sit and talk,' and `I'm traveling; I'd like to go to confession,' " says Uftring, 58, who is 
celebrating his eighth Christmas at Our Lady. The challenge is to make these spiritual seekers 
feel as if they matter, to avoid the perception that "when you're leaving here, we're all done 
with you." 
 While Uftring's work experience may not be your typical priest's ("I take off my shoes 
probably a half a dozen times-plus a day" going through airport security), Christmas isn't 
much different in Our Lady than in other houses of prayer. The spirit of good will and giving is 
universal, and Uftring helps with the toy drive run by state troopers stationed at Logan (he's 
also a police and fire chaplain for the Commonwealth). With Christmas on a Sunday this year, 
he'll sandwich a midnight Mass into the regular weekend schedule. 
 And, like other parishes, this one is a community. The 500 or so people whom Uftring 
estimates worship at the chapel each weekend contain many regulars. Some are airport 
workers on duty; others have no connection to the airport. Uftring says fellow priests joke that 
the appeal is the way he sprints through Mass in half an hour to accommodate workers on 
break. The truth is that one worships at an airport for reasons both lofty and mundane, the 



same as at any other church. 
 Barbara Cox says she and her husband, Ed, began coming regularly to Our Lady for Sunday 
Mass at least 35 years ago because it had air conditioning, unlike their parish in Winthrop. 
They have been coming ever since, even as the chapel moved over the years and they've had to 
endure confusing airport layout changes that recently rerouted access to the chapel. 
"It's kind of like a big family," Cox says of the Sunday regulars, who sit in the same pews each 
week. "Everybody knows everybody." 
 The key draw is Uftring himself. "He's easy to be with. He's funny. He gives a beautiful 
sermon," says Cox. Another regular, Elizabeth Benecchi, says Uftring "always has a pithy, 
relevant comment to live your life by. We didn't get that" in their home parish in Revere. 
 Our Lady was founded in the pre-Vatican II era, when Catholicism worried less about 
openness to other faiths. In the 21st century, Uftring must mesh the Catholicism of this chapel 
(run and paid for by the archdiocese, not Logan) with the diversity of faiths and beliefs among 
the crowds who pass through an international airport. 
He has made special efforts since the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks to host Islamic believers, 
storing prayer rugs for Muslims. "Many people still today are filled with anxiety and are 
overwhelmed when some Muslims are present…There is a stigma right now, and it's a tragedy." 
The image of travel comes naturally. Believers of all stripes, he says, share a search for the 
divine: "It's a journey that we're all on." 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
                                                                          

 

 

 
Directions: Do you think public forums, like Logan Airport, should include spaces like Our Lady? In your response, 
consider what it might offer to the community. Support your reasoning with at least three specific details from the 
Boston Globe article. Be prepared to share out with a partner.  

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 
	

Directions: Exchange your draft with a partner. Use the rubric below to grade each other’s writing. Remember to be 
respectful and thoughtful in your feedback.  
 

Criteria 4 3 2 1 

Strength of claim Claim that is supported by 
multiple pieces of evidence that 
are relevant/related to an 
author’s argument 

Claim is supported by evidence 
but may be off-topic or not have 
the best evidence 

Claim is somewhat supported by 
evidence but off-topic or not 
have the best evidence 

Claim is not supported by 
evidence and contains 
information that is inaccurate 

Organization Writing is compelling from start 
to finish.  

Writing has a beginning, middle 
and end but not exciting to read  

Writing is organized but 
sometimes goes off-topic 

Writing is aimless and 
unorganized  

Voice Author demonstrates a passion 
for their claim 

Tone is present but author 
needs to include more feeling 
into the claim 

Tone is missing but has some 
feeling 

No tone or feeling to entire 
piece  

Word Choice Words used were sophisticated 
and varied 

Words used were on grade level 
with some repetition  

Words used were dull or “cold” Words were continuously 
repeated, confusing or dull 

Conventions Correct grammar, spelling and 
punctuation  

Correct conventions were used 
with only a few mistakes 

Enough errors to distract reader  Conventional errors made paper 
impossible to read 

	

Additional Comments/Praise: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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